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4) S Claim(s) jN27 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) ED Claim(s) 1^27 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-27 are pending in the instant application. 



Election/Restrictions 



Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-15, 17-26, drawn to a targeting construct, and a method of 
producing a targeting construct, an embryonic stem cell, a non-human 
transgenic animal, a transgenic mouse comprising a disruption in a stefin 
homolog gene, a method of producing a non-human transgenic animal, a 
method of producing a transgenic mouse, and a method of identifying an 
agent that modulates the expression and/or function of stefin homolog 
gene, a transgenic mouse with increased activity and decreased 
propensity for despair and a method of identifying an agent that modulates 
the expression and function of a phenotype associated with a disruption in 
a stefin homolog gene, classified in class 800, subclass 3. 

II. Claim 1 6, drawn to an agent that modulates expression of stefin homolog 
gene disruption-associated phenotype of a transgenic mouse, classified in 
class 530, subclass 300+. 

III. Claim 27, drawn to phenotypic data associated with the transgenic mouse, 
classified in class 369. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Invention I is drawn to a nonhuman transgenic animal and/or a transgenic mouse 
comprising a disruption in a stefin homolog gene and a method of identifying an agent 
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that modulates the expression and/or function of stefin homolog gene, a transgenic 
mouse with increased activity and decreased propensity for despair and a method of 
identifying an agent that ameliorates a phenotype associated with a disruption in a stefin 
homolog gene, using the transgenic animal, and, thus, involves methods that are 
distinct from those of Inventions ll-lll. The methods of Invention I involve procedures 
that are materially different from those of Inventions II and III. 

Invention II is drawn to a product-by-process claim and thus distinct from the 
other groups. 

Invention III is drawn to the stored data in a database and is distinct from 
Inventions Ml. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, and 
because of their recognized divergent subject matter, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

A telephone call was made to attorney Robert Driscoll on January 1 1 , 2002 to 
request an oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an 
election being made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sita S Pappu whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
5039. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (9:00 AM - 5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Irem Yucel can be reached on (703) 305 1998. The fax phone numbers for 

i 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746 7442 for 
regular communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the group patent analyst, whose telephone number is 
(703) 305 2982. 

S. Pappu (W^-^CvAajl^qK^ 

March 20, 2002 ANNE-MARIE BAKER 

PATENT EXAMINER 



